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City of Atlanta 

Office of the Inspector General 

Ladawn blackett 

Interim inspector General 

 

Independent Procurement Review Division 

Independent Procurement Review Report 

TO: Atlanta City Council 

DATE: March 25, 2026 

The purpose of this report is to communicate the results of the following solicitation. 

 

Background 

 

The Department of Aviation requested an Invitation for Bids for the project and scope shown 

below. Invitations for Bids are to be awarded to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder. 

 

Solicitation# IFB/GS/DOA/2507-1260041 

Project Name: Landscaping Upkeep and Debris Management 

Estimated Dollar Amount: $7,000,000 

Term: Three years with two one-year renewal options 

Recommended Awardee: Greenworks Ventures JV 

MEECL/OTT Joint Venture 

DOP Responsive Bidders: MEECL/OTT Joint Venture 

Greenworks Ventures JV 

All Bidders: MEECL/OTT Joint Venture 

Greenworks Ventures JV 

The M. Mitchell Group, LLC/The Smarties Agency 

PWJ Landscape & Maintenance, LLC 

Tri-Scapes, LLC 
Georgia ULS Operating LLC 

 

Observations and Responses 

 

Responsive Review 

 

Observation 1: The minority partner of one of the proposed awardees did not complete IIREA 

Contractor Affidavit (Form 1) as required in the instructions to offerors. Instead, only the IIREA 

Subcontractor Affidavit was completed by this firm. 
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DOP Response: Rubber Boots Lawn Care Service, LLC, identified as a minority partner of the 

proposed awardee, did not submit the IIREA Contractor Affidavit (Form 1) as required in the 

Instructions to Offerors. 

  

According to the Appendix A Goal Package, Rubber Boots listed itself as a subcontractor at 35% 

participation and, accordingly, submitted the Subcontractor Affidavit. 

 

Observation 2: The Department of Procurement (DOP) identified the two proposed awardees as 

responsive for the SAM.gov exclusion review. However, the contract file did not contain 

documentation of a SAM.gov exclusion search for the minority partner of one of the proposed 

awardees, 

 

DOP Response: The SAM.gov documentation was previously extracted but was not included in the 

IPRO folder. It is attached here for your reference. 

The review yielded no additional findings. 

 

Competitive Bidding Timeline Date 

Solicitation Requested 7/16/2025 

IPro Review Requested 9/10/2025 

IPro Auditor Assigned 9/11/2025 

Project Advertised 9/30/2025 

Project Awarded 2/10/2026 

IPro Received Award 2/11/2026 

IPro Draft Report Shared 2/25/2026 

DOP Response Received 3/24/2026 

IPro Final Report Shared 3/24/2026 

IPro Attached to Legislation 3/25/2026 

Legislation Passed 4/20/2026 
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Methodology 

 

The Independent Procurement Division reviews the following stages of the procurement process: 

 
• Initiation 

• Solicitation 

• Responsive Review 

• Evaluation 
• Award 

 

In accordance with Atlanta City Charter Article 8, Section 8-107, and Section 2-1604 of the Atlanta 

Code of Ordinances, the Independent Procurement Review Division of the Office of the Inspector 
General must review all solicitations with an aggregate value of $1,000,000 or greater seeking 

approval by the Atlanta City Council, for file completeness, conflicts of interest, and other areas of 

perceived deficiency; must review all cooperative purchase agreements and piggyback contracts 

with an aggregate value greater than $1,000,000; and may conduct discretionary reviews of any 
value.
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