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ADVISORY OPINION 2025-01

Date: 7/7/2025
Subject: Acceptance of Gift from Vendor — Branded Hand-Held Fan

This Advisory Opinion responds to an inquiry regarding whether a City of Atlanta employee may
accept a branded hand-held fan from a vendor who visited the office to take measurements. The
item is estimated to be valued at $20 or less.

Question
1. Does the City of Atlanta have a policy that prohibits a City employee from accepting this
type of gift from a vendor?
2. Does the value of the item matter when determining whether acceptance is permissible?

Response

Yes, City of Atlanta policy prohibits acceptance of gifts from vendors or others seeking to do
business with the City. No, the value of the gift does not change this restriction. The prohibition
applies regardless of the item's monetary value.

Applicable Policy
Pursuant to Section 2-817 of the City of Atlanta Code of Ethics, City officials and employees may
not accept anything of value from a prohibited source, including any person or business:

= Doing business with the City,
= Seeking to do business with the City, or
= Regulated by or with interests affected by the City.

The City of Atlanta Ethics Office has made clear that there is no de minimis or dollar threshold
exception to this rule. Even items with nominal value (e.g., promotional merchandise, branded
pens, or small gifts) are prohibited when offered by a prohibited source during a business
interaction. This includes vendors visiting in the context of official City work.
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The only permissible exceptions are limited and include:

» Promotional items distributed at widely attended public events;
= Awards or mementos presented publicly,
» Perishable items (such as food) shared with an entire office.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The hand-held fan offered by the vendor constitutes a prohibited gift under the City’s ethics code.
The fact that it is valued at $20 or less does not make it permissible. City employees are advised
to decline or return such gifts when offered in a business context. If the item is inadvertently

accepted, it should be reported to a supervisor and/or the Ethics Office, and appropriate steps

should be taken to document or dispose of it.

Guidance

Employees with questions regarding gift acceptance or ethics compliance are encouraged to
consult the City of Atlanta Ethics Office or the Office of the Inspector General for clarification.

This Advisory Opinion is issued pursuant to the Inspector General’s role in promoting integrity

and compliance in City operations.
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